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Sprout Community + Landscape  

Sprout is an outreach program that unites non-profit groups with landscape architects to collaborate on community-
led design projects. In addition to the initiation of single project partnerships, Sprout provides a platform to network, 
share ideas, and envision our common landscape.  

Communities. Sprout offers communities the unique expertise of volunteer landscape architects to help kick-
start community projects. Through capacity building or conceptual design, Sprout can help accelerate community 
projects from idea to vision

Volunteers. Sprout offers junior and senior practitioners (and students) of landscape architecture the opportunity 
to be engaged directly with a community, create mentoring relationships, and gain valuable work experience.

Great Places. We know that better places happen when their communities help build them. That’s why we want to 
give communities the tools they need to make their ideas a reality - whether it be at the scale of a garden, a park, 
or an entire neighbourhood.
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Fig. 1: Aerial Image of Lotherton Estates with Primary Opportunity Spaces Identified

Programming OpportunityUnderused Open Space
Potential space for recreational 
and leisure facilities.

High visibility spaces or spaces 
near other facilities with potential 
for a range of services including  
small-business.
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Making Spaces

Making a living from a business 
operated from the home is an 
important option for many people. 
Towers can be as good as any place 
to have a small business and towers 
around the city are known to have 
businesses operating out of numerous 
apartments.    

But apartments also have limited space 
and businesses may not reach the 
market they need to survive and be 
profitable. One common industry that 
gets around this problem is the sales 
of crafts made a home. Vendors on 

Ebay and Etsy work out of their home 
nearly 90% of cases yet they are able 
to reach large markets without giving 
up control over their businesses. There 
are many ways to make a tower site 
work for home-based businesses. 

The report examines the prospects 
for making products on a tower site 
and how public spaces can be used to 
facilitate production of crafts, or other 
industries like vehicle repair, and even 
things like 3D printing. 

  Fig. 2: Towers of small business: Home-based businesses are important and the tower  
  is as good a place as any to make a living.
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For some industries, workshops 
outside of the home may be necessary 
and tower sites may be able to serve 
residents in these fields as well. 
Workshops for jewelery, or car and 
small engine repair, or even bike repair 
provide another set of opportunties 
even though the space required simply 
doesn’t fit in the home. 

Work spaces outside the home offer 
the potential to grow these activities 
into something more than a hobby, 
alowing residents to connect with 
others with a similar mindset and 
develop shared resources for making a 
living.

Other industries will work in residential 
environments. Services like laundry or 
food preparation, consulting work that 
can be done online, work in the arts 
like animation or digital arts.This report 
doesn’t look at all these options but the 
reader is encouraged to think beyond 
this report and examine the potential 
they see in their community.

This may not begin as a business, 
perhaps it can start with a group of 
hobbyists, or teenagers interested in 
expanding their horizons into fields not 
present in their schooling. With a focus 
on learning by doing and education, 
even small opportunities can turn into 
something life-changing.

Finally, for all the businesses described 
above, it is important to have places 
where work can be done quietly 
amongst others, meeting places are 
available and affordable wireless 
internet is provided.

Most popular categories for sale on 
Etsy:

Jewelry, clothing, toys, craft supplies, 
kids and baby accessories, vintage.

Most popular products sold on Etsy:

Stickers, kids clothes, specialty 
deserts, party decor, vinyl transfers, 
jewlery, unique and vintage home 
decor.
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Idea 1 - Studio Space

Studio space, often called a maker space, is 
somewhere with a range of tools for crafts like  sewing 
and woodworking. These spaces can be important for 
community building and hobbies, but could also be 
leveraged for small businesses.

Even without access to large local markets, items can 
be sold through online platforms. This requires careful 
craftsmanship but also a keen understanding of how 
to develop an online brand. 

Facilities for this can be simple and built into the 
landscape if needed with trailers, or other stand along 
work spaces. 

Fig. 4: Clubs can work together making projects for fun or even products for business. Making popular online products such as 
children’s clothing and plush toys can be the foundation of a good business.

Fig. 3: studio space in the landscape using temporary 
structures.
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Fig. 7: Mechanic shop built into a small commercial building.

Fig. 6: Small garage for mechanical works

Idea 2 - Mechanics Shop

Mechanical tools are something everyone needs at 
one point or another. These tools could be available to 
people for simple bike self-repair or could provide the 
beginnings of a small business. With tools stored in a 
container and work spilling out into the landscape or 
making use of available indoor space, transformed into 
a small shop, these spaces can take a wide range of 
forms.  

Fig. 5: Bike Repair Stand
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Idea 3 - Supportive Work Facitilies 
for Distribution or Meeting Space

Many people need to work at home but home can be a 
difficult place to concentrate when the pressures of life 
are there as a constant reminder. 

Equally important is the potential for meeting 
spaces and work spaces. Cafes are often used as a 
temporary office or to meet co-workers. Where these 
spaces are connected to other work spaces they can 
bring a lot of flexibility to small business workers. 

Fig. 9: Cafe with Wifi for work and meetings with a mechanical shop next door.

Fig. 8: Support businesses with a place for packaging and 
storage for large package mail delivery.
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Fig. 11: Digital workspaces can be integrated with more traditional crafts linking the skills of a range 
of diverse residents and building on the strengths of the community.

Idea 4 - Supportive Work Facilities - 
Tech Lab

Technological tools are now a necessary part of the 
modern business world and it may be useful to have 
a space with digital tools that is programmed with 
classes, digitally linked to classes offered at outside 
schools, opened up for experimentation, or rented out 
to community members. 

A tech lab could include new tools for participants to 
learn about online marketing and sales, computer-
aided drafting, 3D printing for making custom tools, 
Not only can these tools be an important resource in 
themselves but they can also support more traditional 
tools such as sewing and other forms of craft. 

Fig. 10: Digital tools can be useful for education and other 
support services. A budget for programming is critical to 
these spaces.
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